1/28/2013
Dear Friend,
Almost one year ago the Health Education and Promotion Council (HEAPC) re-opened the doors of the
Oyate Community Center. Located in the heart of Lakota Homes and North Rapid, the Community Center
is in a prime location for delivering community programs that aim to strengthen families and provide educational opportunities beyond the classroom. In April of 2012, HEAPC began a revitalization process that
has brought new life, community partnerships, and opportunities to the Community Center. The revitalization process provided restoration of the building physically as well as a new infusion of programs and
services for youth and adults of all ages. In a short period of time HEAPC has successfully implement girl
scouts and boy scouts, after school and weekend activities for youth, pathways to science, evidencebased substance abuse prevention, family skill building, Lakota language instruction for youth and adults,
and public health education. The Oyate Center provides a safe place for children to learn and grow with
mentorship from caring adults.
In order to be able to continue our important work we need your help! While HEAPC and its partners
have worked diligently to implement community programs and services that provide meaningful experiences and learning opportunities, it is of vital importance that HEAPC leverage funding to sustain its current work. Delivering high quality programs year round is expensive and without the assistance of concerned citizens such as you, our vision for a thriving community center may not be realized.
HEAPC accepts tax deducible gifts large and small. Please see the form Giving Hope enclosed to pledge
your support. Visit us on our website at www.heapc.org to learn about our organization, our work, and
giving options.
I would like to personally thank you for considering our request. If you have any questions or need further
information, please feel free to contact me. I will follow up with a phone call in the next couple of days.
Respectfully,

Favian Kennedy, MSW
Executive Director

GIVING HOPE

Laying the groundwork for tomorrow’s communities

Join the Health Education and Promotion Council in supporting high
quality programs through the Oyate Community Center. There are
many ways to give and your contribution is greatly appreciated!
Give in 3 easy steps: 1. Select your preferred contribution; 2. Provide
us your contact; and 3. Mail your gift and this form to the address
below. Would you prefer to make your contribution through our
secure website? Go to www.heapc.org to pledge your support today.

Sponsor a Child
For as little as $29 a month you can sponsor
a child to participate in afterschool and
weekend programs for an entire year.

Utility Assistance
When you provide a one time pledge of
$250, you help us keep the lights on and
the doors open, very literally.

Provide a Meal
Before we sit down to learn we must feed
hungry little bellies. Research shows that
learning is maximized when children are
properly nourished. You can choose to
direct your contribution to our organization’s efforts to provide meals. A one
time donation of $100 will provide meals
for our programs for 1 to 2 weeks.

Support Our Work
____

$25 Friend of the Oyate

____ $50 Defender of the Oyate
____ $100 Silver Member
____ $250 Gold Member
____ $500 Platinum Member
____ $1,000 Shooting Star
____ Other amount _____________

605.791.4445
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2430 Gnugnuska Drive Rapid City, SD 57701
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GIVING HOPE

Laying the groundwork for tomorrow’s communities

After reviewing the giving options on the front please
indicate your preferred tax-deductable donation below:
_____ Sponsor a child $29 per month (Monthly giving)

First Name

Last Name

_____ Utility assistance $250 (One-time pledge)
Street Address

Country

_____ Provide a meal $100 (One-time pledge)
City

State

Zip

_____ Support our work - Please indicate amount:
____

$25 Friend of the Oyate

____

$50 Defender of the Oyate

Phone

Secondary Phone

Email Address

____ $100 Silver Member
____ $250 Gold Member

Payment Type

____ $500 Platinum Member

____ Mailed Check

___ Online

___ By Phone

___ Credit Card

____ $1,000 Shooting Star
____ Other amount _____________

Credit Card Type

Credit Card Number

CVV Number

Expiration Date

Go online to
www.heapc.org

Please make checks payable to:
Health Education and Promotion Council

605.791.4445
Health Education and Promotion Council
2430 Gnugnuska Drive Rapid City, SD 57701

www.heapc.org

Health Education and Promotion Council

Oyate Community Center

Our Mission
Synchronizing culture, science, and education to improve health, economic, and social wellbeing.

Our Approach
The Health Education and Promotion Council (HEAPC) is a not-for-profit organization that is committed to improving the
health and wellbeing of communities that it serves. Through the Oyate Community Center HEAPC is able to implement
programs and services that make an impact on the community in which the organization is located. HEAPC administers a
number of youth, adult, and family-centered programs that achieve four specific aims:
Develop a thriving community center where residents of Lakota Community Homes and the surrounding community can
feel safe to participate in activities that strengthen family and community ties.
Increase youth and adult learning opportunities beyond the classroom.
Increase youth and adult engagement in activities that are culturally enriching.
Decrease high-risk behavior among at-risk youth and young adults.

What makes us unique
We focus on community based, culturally grounded solutions. We are data driven and continually measure our impact.
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Health Education and Promotion Council

Oyate Community Center

Afterschool Youth Programs
The Oyate Community Center provides youth with science and cultural enrichment beyond the k-12 classroom.
Afterschool programs are implemented in blocks for youth 7 years and older and cover a variety of topics related to
1. Science, technology, engineering, and medical fields, 2. Lakota language and culture; 3. Leadership; and 4. Art and
music. In addition to learning, young people are encouraged to be physically active. The Oyate Community Center is
a safe place for children to grow with the mentorship of caring and engaged adults.

Health Promotion
The Oyate Community Center hosts regular community events and trainings that are intended
to promote healthy lifestyle choices and decrease preventable disease. Community members
are encouraged to take control of their health and the health of their families. Educational
topics include, but are not limited to healthy eating, improving health literacy, breastfeeding
techniques, and how to quit smoking. Health education opportunities are provided to both
youth and adults. Two annual health education events include National Women’s Health Week
and the Black Hills Free Flu Shot Clinics.

Substance Abuse Prevention
The Health Education and Promotion Council is a state accredited prevention agency and delivers high quality prevention
services through the Oyate Community Center. The abuse of alcohol, commercial tobacco, and other drugs (ATODs) takes a
heavy toll on health and wellbeing of families and the entire community. The Oyate Center offers evidence-based programming for the prevention of ATODs as well as community support groups such as Talking Circles and AA meetings.
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